







   
    

    
    	Home
	Legal Work
	Our Cases
	Legal Analysis
	Legal Strategies & Tools



	Trainings and Networks
	EarthRights Mekong School
	The Global School
	Training
	Networks
	Resources for Defenders



	Campaigns
	The Crisis in Myanmar
	Frontlines of Climate Justice
	Take Action



	News and Media
	Blog
	Press Releases
	Publications
	Stories
	Email Subscribe



	About Us
	Our Team
	Board
	Victories
	Where We Work
		Southeast Asia
	Latin America
	U.S. and Global



	2020-2024 Strategic Plan
	Annual Reports & Financials
	Contact Us
	Careers



	Donate
	Give Monthly
	Support Us




    

    












    

    



 
  






























	
	

	
				
					Search for:
					
					
				

			











		
		



		


			
			
		
		
		

		
			
			


		


		
					Legal Work
	Our Cases
	Legal Analysis
	Legal Strategies & Tools



	Trainings & Networks
	EarthRights Mekong School
	The Global School
	Training
	Networks
	Resources for Defenders



	Campaigns
	The Crisis in Myanmar
	Frontlines of Climate Justice
	Take Action



	News & Media
	Blog
	Press Releases
	Publications
	Videos
	Stories
	Email Subscribe



	About Us
	Our Team
	Board
	Victories
	Where We Work
		Southeast Asia
	Latin America
	U.S. and Global



	2020-2024 Strategic Plan
	Annual Reports & Financials
	Contact Us
	Careers



	Donate
	Give Monthly
	Support Us



	

	


		
	


	    

  




        
              
      
      

    
          

        
  
      
          
            Home   »   Media Releases   »   People in Thilawa Deserve Fair Process and Compensation for Land, not Intimidation by Project Partners – EarthRights International

          

      

  


          
            
    Share

    
        
    

    
        
    

    
        
    

              
                  
                      
                        
  People in Thilawa Deserve Fair Process and Compensation for Land, not Intimidation by Project Partners – EarthRights International

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    
    
    



                        


January 23rd, 2021, Yangon, Myanmar. Seven families in Thilawa face eviction and possible arrest should they fail to vacate their homes starting today.

Communities being displaced by the Thilawa Special Economic Zone (SEZ) deserve fair compensation for their lands and economic and social loss due to forced resettlement. The Government of Myanmar and Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) must stop following military-era land grab tactics by attempting to force families to accept inadequate and inconsiderate ‘compensation.’

In the latest wave of evictions, on January 8th, 2021, these families living in Thilawa were threatened, both at an SEZ management committee meeting and via an official written notice. They would face a month’s imprisonment if they did not accept the one-sided resettlement plan proposed by the project partners and vacate their homes within 15 days.

Families have lived on this village land for generations and some were coerced into signing compensation agreements in 1996/97 for their farmland that did not reflect its value or the loss of livelihoods. Families from minority communities appear to continue to receive lower compensation.

Without acquiring land through a legitimate process or offering compensation that allows people to replace their losses, the Myanmar Government has relied on land for the SEZ being brought under “government management” by the military in 1996/7. The latest blatant intimidation and coercion to force an unfair compensation package is a worrying continuation of past appalling land grab policies. By relying on these tactics, the Myanmar Government and JICA, along with every investor in the SEZ, are benefiting from military-era land seizures – without accountability and breaching international standards.

EarthRights International calls on the Government of Myanmar and project partners to immediately end coercive methods of exploiting the affected people; the egregious violation of people’s rights must stop.

We implore the government and project partners to openly share accurate information on the SEZ development and engage with the communities of Thilawa as citizens with dignity. A fair compensation package must be agreed upon through a transparent process where communities can freely and safely express their concerns and needs.

Contact

Nipuna Kumbalathara; nipuna@earthrights.org























                                                                                                                      

                  


                                  

              

          

      


  

  
    
      
        
          
                  

      


      
                  
            
                              
                  
                      
                  
                

                            
                Indigenous Lua Communities Express Concern on Impacts of Hongsa Power Plant
              

            

          

                  
            
                              
                  
                      
                  
                

                            
                Indigenous Village in Thailand Mobilizes to Prevent Forced Displacement for the Second Time
              

            

          

                  
            
                              
                  
                      
                  
                

                            
                Legal Risk and Accountability in Development Finance: Lessons from Jam v. International Finance Corporation
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